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ADVERTISING 


HAT HAPPENS TO AMERICANS 
HELD CAPTIVE IN WAR-ZONE? 


‘Save Us!” Is Plea of 
Terrified Citizens 


THRILLS! | “The firing-squad 


.~ for your man”, says 
General Wu Yen Fang. 


DRAMA! «1 


we have trouble 
among ourselves, 


we'll all be killed!” 


ACTION ! Mysterious city of the 


Orient—where the clouds rain death 
—and the streets are battlefields! 


WEST or SHANGHAI 


BEVERLY ROBERTS ¢ RICARDO CORTEZ @ 


Vladimir Sokoloff - Richard Loo » Luke Chan - Tetsu Komai + Directed by John Farrow by WARNER BROS. 


572 Lines Mat No. 401—40c 
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His Word Means 


LIFE 


For Twoln Love! 


General Wu Yen Fang, 
Karloff’s greatest role 


K A oa LO F E DESPERATE HORDES battle in fierce hand-to-hand 4 


fight for victory and life... or defeat and death! 


BEVERLY ROBERTS: RICARDO CORTEZ 


Directed- by John Farrow - A First Nationa! Picture -. Presented by Warner Bros. 


267 Lines Mat No, 302——30c 


THE TERROR OF WAR IN — THE THRILL OF LOVE INA 
THE MYSTERIOUS EAST! —- LAND OF BURNING HATE! 


as the mighty General Wu Yen Fang, in 


BEVERLY ROBERTS 
RICARDO CORTEZ 


Directed by John Farrow 
A First National Picture 


246 Lines <9 Mat No 2303-30 
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‘SPARE OUR LIVES” 


Plead Americans Held by War-Lord! Ha Word Moons 
© HIS WORD MEANS LIFE..OR DEATH ; FOR A MILLION! 


as armies tensely await command 
that means victory... or defeat! 


U.S. CITIZENS TRAPPED 
by perils of vicious 
hand-to-hand fighting 
in war’s fiercest battle! 


nipins by John Farrow § 
irst National Picture ; 
Presented by Warner Bros. 53 Lines Mat No. 113—10c 


134 Lines Mat No. 209—20c 


WHAT HAPPENS TO AMERICANS 
HELD CAPTIVE.IN WAR-ZONEP 


Do They Face Dangers 
That Millions Dread? 


Loveis reckless and 

life is cheap when 

war-clouds rain 

bombs and teeming 

streets are turned \ "4 
into battlefields! ; 


with 


BEVERLY ROBERTS 
RICARDO CORTEZ 


Directed by John Farrow 
A First National Picture & SS 
Presented by Warner Bros. 


BEVERLY ROBERTS $$ 
RICARDO CORTEZ * 66 Lines Mat No. 108—10c 


Directed by John Farrow 
A First National Picture 
Presented by Warner Bros. 


182 Lines Mat No. 207—20c 
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NEW ne FROM 


He won stardom by 
frightening the world! 
Now he thrills his vast 
audience with an en- 


tirely new and unfor- 


gettable performance 


. the supreme 


as the mighty General Wu Yen Fang, in 
Different and better 
than ever before—in 
Warner Bros.’ bomb. 
bursting drama of 
the war that rages 


EVERLY ROBERTS. 
RICARDO CORTEZ 


Directed by John Farrow A First National 
Picture +» Presented by Warner Bros. 


83 Lines Mat No. 114—10c 


18 tines Wat Wo>-zM —20c 


WHAT HAPPENS T0 AMERICANS AS 


HELD CAPTIVE IN WAR-ZONE? THRILLING § 
AS TODAY 


VALIANT TROOPS battle savagely 


to save city from fierce attack! 


bey Ante fis iy i \ Ny: AY 
‘e y 


as General. wu vos Fang. in 


Warner Bros.’ drama o 
of the war:that ‘rages % 


& 


SHANGHAI 


BEVERLY ROBERTS Directed by John Farrow. : 
45 Lines Mat No. 112—10c a8 RICARDO CORTES Bi Ntrctnwon tee | 


BEVERLY ROBERTS 
RICARDO CORTEZ 
— 


D ed by John Farrow irst Nationa 
Picture « Presented by Warner Bros. 


106 Lines Mat No. 208—20c 
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THEY LIVE A DRAMA MORE 
THRILLING THAN THE WAR 
© THAT RAGES AROUND THEM! 


Love is reckless and life is cheap | 
when each moment may be their last! 


Wu Yen Fang, 
: in 


with 


BEVERLY ROBERTS - RICARDO CORTEZ 


Directed by John Farrow - A First National Picture - Presented by Warner Bros. 


214 Lines Mat No. 212—20c 


90 Lines Mat No. 109—10c 


as the mighty General Wu Yen Fang, in * 


WEST or 
SHANGHAI 


Directed by John Farrow-A First Nat’) BEVERLY ROBERTS 
Picture - Presented by Warner Bros. R ] Cc A R D Oo co RT EZ 


148 Lines Mat No. 210—20c 
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MORE THRILLING THAN TODAY'S oan Ui DRAMA MORE THRILLING THAN THE WAR THAT SURROUNDS IT! 
BLAZING HEADLINES ! : : \ we 


BORIS 


— 


as General Wu Yen Fang, in 


WEST or 
— 


OX 
ANN os 


BEVERLY ROBERTS e RICCARDO CORTEZ 


Directed by John Farrow - A First National Picture + Presented by Warner Bros. 


CELT RNB b Ha WAY “ 5 s A! 
CFAMALULA NAAM A A A x S 


BEVERLY ROBERTS e RICARDO CORTEZ 


Directed by John Farrow: A First National Picture - Presented by Warner Bros. 


BD Lines: 2 Mat New 206208 


68 Lines Mat No. 205—20c 


THE TERROR OF WAR..THE THRILL OF 
LOVE THE MYSTERIOUS EAST! 


BORIS 
KARLOFF , 
ge Geasral Wu Yor Fangs: 77 


NEW THRILLS FROM A NEW KARLOFF! 


KARLOFF” 


as General Wu Yen Fang, in 


‘WEST OF 
SHANGHAI 4 


BEVERLY ROBERTS - RICARDO CORTEZ 


Directed by John Farrow eA First National 
Picture » Presented by Warner Bros. 


a 


' BEVERLY ROBERTS - RICARDO CORTEZ 


20 Lines Mat No. ] ] | esa | Oc Directed by prpmbear ioe Were atte Picture 


33 Lines Mat No. 110—10c 


Official Billing 


Warner Bros. 40% 


Pictures, Inc. present 5% 


BORIS KARLOFF 85% 
WEST OF SHANGHAI 00% 
with 


BEVERLY ROBERTS 60% 
RICARDO CORTEZ 60% 


oe ¥ 1 
ae % 


Directed by John Farrow 20% 


a tt 


A First National Picture 5% 
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TRAPPED in war-torn battlefields, Americans Gordon Oliver and Bev- 
erly Roberts anxiously await word that will bring them freedom... or 
a firing squad to shatter their love in ‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ the Warner 
Bros. film coming to the Strand Friday. 


The discussion was heated. The 
subject being the labor situation. 
The newspaperman was upholding 
the right of labor to stage sit- 
down strikes. The blonde, bespec- 
tacled publicity man was viewing 
the situation with alarm. 

Suddenly another publicity man, 
who was looking at a press relepso 


shouted: ‘Do you know you can 
spell Vladimir with a W or a V?”? 


That important discovery con- 
cerned Vladimir Sokoloff, recently 
signed by Warner Bros. and given 
an important part in ‘‘West of 
Shanghai,’’ the melodrama of 
China which opens next week at 
the Strand Theatre. 


The fact that his name can be 
spelled with a V or a W is in- 
teresting. But it isn’t the only 
interesting thing about Mr. Sokol- 
off. His biographical questionnaire 
is filled with odd and curious 
items. 


For instance: ‘‘I’ve played all 
of Shakespeare’s fools,’’ wrote Mr. 
Sokoloff. ‘‘And I played Puck for 
Reinhardt. And the King in the 
“*Miracle’’ and the Devil himself 
in ‘‘Everyman.’’ 


Sokoloff Has Had 
Checkered Career 


And here are some of the pic- 
tures in which the actor had an 


important part: ‘‘The Beggars 
Opera,’’ ‘‘The Lower Depths,’’ 
‘Mister Flow’? and ‘‘No Man’s 
Land’’—all European productions. 

Vladimir, or if you prefer Wlad- 
imer, was born in Moscow, Decem- 
ber 26, 1889. Edueated in Mas- 


cow public schools he entered the 
Moscow Art Theatre against the 
wishes of his family. 

‘‘Right from the first, I wanted 
to be an actor,’’ he says. ‘‘When 
I was seven I started writing 
plays. One of them was produced 
in school.’? 

But is was 1911 before Stanis- 
lavsky, of the Moscow art Theatre, 
gave him his first opportunity. 

Mr. Sokoloff ’s biography is filled 
with fine, big names like Stanis- 
lavsky. He worked for Moskwin, 
Reinhardt, Jouvet and Copeau on 
the stage. In 1926 Karl Freund 
and Berthold Viertel persuaded 
him to go into pictures and he 
played the lead in ‘‘The Adven- 
tures of 10 Marks Bill.’ 

That’s the kind of a man Mr. 
Sokoloff, whose first name can be 
spelled either with a V or W, is. 


CHINESE TOWN 
IS BUILT FOR 
KARLOFF FILM 


It’s fifteen or twenty days to 
North China, from Shanghai, by 
boat or railroad. 

But it was only half an hour to 
North China from the Warner 
Bros. studio, a few weeks ago. 

For a scene in ‘‘ West of Shang- 
hai’? Art Director Max Parker 
built a complete Chinese city on 
the Warner ranch near Calabassas. 
The set, which represented a small 
town and missionary station in 
Northern China, covered 10 acres 
and took three weeks to construct. 

The set didn’t look like much 
from the road, for it faced the 
hills. It wouldn’t do, in a picture 
about China, to have the cameras 
pick up gas stations, hot dog 
stands and the pet cemetery on 
Ventura Boulevard. 

But from the other side it looked 
like home to the hundreds of Chi- 
nese extras working in the film. 

Although he is an Occidental, 
Mr. Parker didn’t make the mis- 
take of putting chop suey parlors 
in his town. There were little 
cafes, but not one sported a chop 
suey sign. 

There were also vegetable stands 
and cages filled with ducks, chick- 
ens and geese. During the week the 
company was on _ location . in 
‘“‘North China,’’ the chickens 
laid half a dozen eggs. The ducks 
and geese, however, laid down on 
the job. 

Boris Karloff and Beverly Rob- 
erts are the stars in ‘‘West of 
Shanghai,’’ which was directed by 
John Farrow and comes to the 
Strand Theatre next week. Also in 
the cast are Gordon Oliver, Sheila 
Bromley Vladimir Sokoloff, and 
a host of Chinese players. 
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RICARDO CORTEZ, suave lead- 
ing man, who plays a major role 
in *“West of Shanghai,’’ thrilling 
Warner Bros. film coming to the 
Strand Theatre Friday. 


His real name is William Henry 
Pratt... but you can’t call a 
man who plays villains ‘‘ William 
Henry’? ... he isn’t a Russian 

. his mother was and that’s 
where he gets the Karloff ... 
Boris was his own idea . 

He was born Dulwich (called. 
Dulch by the English who never 
pronounce a thing the way it is 
spelled) on Novemzer 23, 1887... 
was the baby of the family, seven 
brothers and one sister having pre- 
ceded him... but he is the baby 
no longer for he stands six feet 
tall and weighs 170 pounds... 

His father was James Pratt of 
the British Indian Civil Service 


... Mr. Pratt wanted his boy to. 


be a diplomat ... his boy didn’t 
... when he was 21, Boris chucked 
his career and went to Toronto to 
be a farmer ... got a pick and 
shovel job at a fair grounds... 
later became a real estate sales- 
man but didn’t sell any real es- 
tate ... moved to Vancouver and 
when he was down to his last dime 
ran into his brother, John, who 
was good for a touch... 

A Vancouver stock company 


UNUSUAL GIRLS 
BEST IN FILMS 


To become a great film star, one 
must be either of two things, ac- 
cording to Beverly Roberts. 

One must be entirely representa- 
tive of an American type or en- 
tirely out of the ordinary. 

**Tf you fall between these two 
classes, you’ll never make more 
than an average success in pic- 
tures,’’ says Miss Roberts, who is 


currently playing the feminine 
Tan A 2. OWT Dene dd COT gh ne 


ivuau iu warler: »Tros. W Gsu UL 
Shanghai,’’ which comes to the 
Strand Theatre next week. 

Olivia de Havilland is a star, ac- 
cording to Miss Roberts, because 
she represents the average young 
girl’s dream of perfection. She 
is what every girl in her ’teens 
wants to be. 

On the other hand, Bette Davis 
is a star because her appeal is 
unusual. She is an out-of-the or- 
dinary type. 

Miss Roberts says the same thing 
is true of actors. Robert Taylor is 
a typical American boy. Edward 
G. Robinson and Paul Muni are 
out-of-the ordinary. 

Beverly herself is representative 
of the outdoor athletic type of 
American girl. In ‘‘West of 
Shanghai,’’ which was directed by 
John Farrow, she is co-starred 
with Boris Karloff. 


Englishman “Boris” 
Has Russian Name 


needed an experienced character 
actor, and Boris told the manager 
he was it ... that’s how he got 
his start as an actor... at $25 a 
week ... played all over Canada 
and then moved down to Chicago. 

Wanted to be a hero in the war, 
but his heart wouldn’t let him. .’. 
1916 found him playing the villain 
in ‘‘The Virginian,’’ featuring 
Belle Bennett ... it was with this 
company that he first came to Cali- 
fornia ... that was in December, 
1917 . . . the tour ended in San 
Francisco and Boris got a job 
loading cars at the Sperry Flour 
mill in Vallejo . . . didn’t like it 
so he dropped down to Hollywood 
and was a film extra for atime... 
at Universal where later he star- 
red in ‘‘ Frankenstein.’’ 

From extra he jumped to play- 
ing bits... then to featured roles 

. . when production was slack he 
worked as a truck driver and a 
day laborer ... all through 1924 
he drove trucks for $5 a day... 
then he got a bit in ‘‘Never The 
Twain Shall Meet’’ and lost his 
trucking job... He says that was 
just as well. 

Decided to be a villain in earn- 
est and it paid ... finally won the 
part of ‘‘Frankenstein’’ and be- 
came a star ... one horror role 
followed another after that... 
he grew sick of them and moved 
to Warner Bros., on condition that 
he could play human villains .. . 
that’s what he is in ‘‘West of 
Shanghai,’’ which comes to the 
Strand Theatre next week, a vil- 
lain, but with a golden heart. 


eee 
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BORIS KARLOFF, Hollywood’s 
greatest makeup actor, who plays 
a grim war lord in ‘‘West of 
Shanghai,’’ which comes Friday to 
the Strand Theatre. 


Cast of Characters 


nD OPE ee ge WU YEN FANG 
NT Sea ea OE Sn nk ee eae RI JANE CREED 
ON ee GORDON CREED 
MUP IVER os Rs JAMES HALLET 
ME TONNE ck a Se ee eae LOLA GALT 
eee ONO ne SN Oa FU SHAN 
ON Ts ie ne, Se a ae ne Nee ae SS DR. ABERNATHY 
MNOME COO Fi ge eh Sey ees MR. CHENG 
SOU a ae ee ae MYRON GALT 
NE ae aA ee er ca ee, KUNG NUI 
RR gi Se oe oe es epee CHAN 
Selmer Jackson.......................... OS ay Sarg Nao Wut eS aes Beets HEMINGWAY 
Ee BOON ci A Soci Gon ee ee PAO 
REN RN a ee Seg Bee ely ae MU 
NOR nic a Mt ees ae CUR yoke WANG CHUNG 
NRC RMN Se Ni a Se CONDUCTOR 
Bn ERG Soe cia te te Oe dal HUA MEI 


Production Staff 


NOON err ee Maer ee RICE ON ue john Farrow 
et POONER ey Crane Wilbur 
RES hoe Se ee Porter Emerson Browne 
euotomraphy. by. Lu. O’Connell, A. S. C. 
ON a Rs ae ee Frank Dewar 
ROUROH SMRONE OR cy aS oR Jo Graham 
Peenmcat Advisor. 2 oe Tommy Gubbins 
PSC ECRS ON ie FF ete ge or eee att een Max Parker 
Oe BY. Pee a cnca ys eee cure ee Rane Howard Shoup 


¢ The Story « 


Jim Hallet (Gordon Oliver), has discover- 
ed an oil fiield in North China. He has bor- 
rowed $50,000 from Myron Galt (Douglas 
Wood). The note is overdue and Galt is 
planning to foreclose. Another financier. 
Gordon Creed (Ricardo 
Cortez), wants the field. 
Galt, Creed and Galt’s 
daughter, Lola (Sheila 
Bromley) take the Suiyan 
train en route to the oil 
field. On the train is Gen- 
eral Chou Fu-Shan (Vla- 
dimir Sokoloff). Shan is 
murdered by emmissaries of 
General Wu Yen Fang 
(Boris Karloff), the ‘‘ White 
Tiger’’ who controls most of North China. 

Galt, Creed and Lola ‘arrive at Sha Ho 
Shen, which is near the oil fields, to find 
that General Fang has possession of the town. 
There they meet Hallet and Jane Creed 
(Beverly Roberts), who is working with the 
missionaries. Jane is Creed’s estranged wife 
and she and Hallet are in love with each 
other and are anxious to marry. 
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Boris Karloff 


Fang takes them captive. Hallet has once 
saved his life, so Fang sets out to return the 
favor. Fang gets the note from Galt and 
tears it up. Then he bargains with Galt and 
Creed for the oil field. During the bargain- 
ing which is enlivened by 
threats of death from his 
gunman, Mr. Cheng (Rich- 
ard Loo), Fang takes $50,- 
000 in cash from Galt. 

Galt and Creed decide to 
doublecross Fang. 
make a deal with Hua Mei 
(Mia Ichioaka) whereby 
they are to be released and 
Hallet is to be shot. 
comes to Hallet’s rescue and 
Shoots Hua Mei. Meanwhile Hallet’s servant 
has escaped and gone for help. 

General Ma (Tetsu Komi) and his troups 
besiege the town. Fang knows he is whipped. 
As his last gesture he saves Hallet’s life when 
Hallet is threatened with death by Creed. 
Fang shoots Creed and so Jane is at last free 
to marry Hallet. The picture ends as Fang 
faces General Ma’s firing squad. 


They 
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Beverly Roberts 


Fang 
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Boris Karlotf Now 
General Wu Yen Fang 


Boris Karloff died with his boots on the first day he worked in ‘‘West of Shanghai’’ at 
Warner Bros.’ studio. Director John Farrow put him up against a wall and had him shot. The 
next day, Mr. Karloff was back at the studio killing Ricardo Cortez. That’s the way they do 


things in Hollywood. 


As a matter of fact, Mr. Kar- 
loff is a very hard man to knock 
off. Remember ‘‘ Frankenstein??? 
It looked like they had him put 
away for good at the end of that 
one, but within a couple of months 
he was back again, this time with 
a_ bride. 


The shooting of Mr. Karloff in 
‘‘West of Shanghai’’ marks the 
nineteenth time he has been killed 
in pictures. Sometimes they throw 
him in a well. Sometimes they 
shoot him with silver bullets in the 
light of the moon. Sometimes they 
drive a stick through his heart to 
make sure he stays in his coffin. 
Mr. Farrow had it done more sim- 
ply than that. He just stood Mr. 
Karloff up against the wall, gave 
the order’ and had some Chinese 
shoot him. 


In ‘‘ West of Shanghai,’’ which 
will open next week at the Strand 
Theatre, Mr. Karloff is not the 
sort of fellow he has been in other 
pictures. He is no monster, go- 
ing around eating little children. 
Instead he is a Chinese bandit— 
the ‘‘best dang daring man in all 
China,’’ to quote the character he 
plays. But he has to die, neverthe- 
less. 


The day Mr. Karloff was shot 
was a fine, bright one—a very nice 
day to be killed. The spot selected 
was the Warner ranch near Cala- 
bassas. There a huge set, repre- 
senting a town in North China, 
had been built. In the center of 
*ho town was a courtyard, and 

mast "6 was shot. 


‘ook place ten min- 

= Mr, Karloff had re- 

ported for work. He came into 

the courtyard, looking very Chi- 

nese and Mr. Farrow told him to 
stand against the wall. : 


On the baleony overlooking the 
compound, were Beverly Roberts, 
Sheila Bromley, Gordon Oliver and 
Gordon Hart. Below were a doz- 
en Chinese soldiers — villainous 
looking fellows — led by a rotund 
general named Ma. This name has 
nothing to do with motherhood. A 
good many Chinese generals are 
Ma or Pa, Mr. Farrow pointed 
out. 


Mr. Farrow checked his camera. 
He had one rehearsal just to see 
if everything went right. In the 
rehearsal, the soldiers didn’t shoot 
their guns. They just. said 
‘“bang,’’ thereby saving the stu- 
dio a dozen blank cartridges. After 
they said it, Mr. Karloff slumped 
to the ground, just as though the 
guns had gone off. 


Mr. Farrow said that was fine— 
good enough to be put on film. So 
they did it over and this time the 
camera was turning and this time 
the guns went off with very loud 
reports. Mr. Karloff fell by the 
wall and stayed there until a test 
was made. Then he fixed his make- 
up and was killed all over again 
from another angle. Next morning 
he was back at work killing Mr. 
Cortez, none the worse for his 
rather gruesome experience. 


DIRECTOR TREATED 


Chinese are a grateful race. 
The extras who worked in “West 
of Shanghai” at Warner Bros.’ 
studio, proved it. Because Di- 
rector John Farrow was patient 
with them, they gave him a chop 
suey luncheon during the making 
of the picture, which comes next 


week to the Strand Theatre. 


But they told him that real 
Chinese never heard of chop suey. 
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WAR LORD Boris Karloff and lovely Beverly Roberts relax a moment 
to recewe instruction from Director John Farrow between scenes of 
‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ the Warner Bros. film which comes to the Strand 


Theatre on Friday. 


it’s easier to make a silk purse 
out of a sow’s ear than to make 
a Chinese out of an Englishman. 

But in Hollywood, the boys work 


miracles. So Boris Karloff, who 
was born William Henry Pratt in 
Dulwich, England, became an Ori- 
ental. 


It took Pere Westmore and his 
assistant Ray Lopez two weeks to 
work out the makeup Karloff 
wears in Warner Bros.’ ‘‘ West of 
Shanghai,’’ which is to open next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. In 
the picture, Karloff plays a Chi- 
nese bandit and has to look like 
one. 

The preliminary work was the 
hardest part of it. After the two 
makeup men had worked it out, the 
rest was comparatively easy. Kar- 
loff had to spend only three hours 
each day in the makeup depart- 
ment during the filming of the 
picture. 

To begin with, Karloff’s eye- 
brows and part of his hair was 
shaved off. His eyelashes were re- 
moved and the back of his neck 
was shaved round, like a eattle- 
man’s haircut. The space between 


Mat 102—10c 


HORROR EXPERT of Hollywood, 
in actuality a quiet gentleman 
farmer, Boris Karloff comes to 
the Strand Friday in ‘‘West of 
Shanghai,’’ co-starring with Bev- 
erly Roberts. 


Makeup Miracles 
Worked For Film 


the eyes was built up and the 
shape of the eyes was changed to 
almond. 

The cheekbones were highlighted 
to make them more prominent. 
Westmore and Lopez experimented 
with Karloff’s: cheekbones for sev- 
eral days before they hit upon the 
highlighting. They tried building 
them up, but this didn’t work. 
Every time Karloff smiled the 
built-up cheekbones cracked. 

The wig was next. Karloff’s 
hair is fine and is brown in color. 
That’s all right for an English- 
man. Chinese have straight, black, 
coarse hair, so a wig was neces- 
sary and that’s what Karloff 
wears in the film. He also wears 
a black wiry moustache. Finally, 
Karloff was painted a nice yellow, 
as though he was suffering from 
a permanent case of jaundice. 

Karloff says the makeup for 
‘“West of Shanghai’’ was harder 
to apply than the one he wore in 
‘“Frankenstein.’’ But it is less 
uncomfortable. It’s a bit hard on 
his eyes, but otherwise it feels 
quite natural. 

The actor isn’t one to kick about 
his makeup. He prefers to hide 
his face behind a mass of whisk- 
ers, paint and putty. 

‘*T get tired of looking at my- 
self,’’ he says. ‘‘When I’m in 
makeup I get something of a 
change.’’ 

‘¢West of Shanghai,’’ which co- 
stars Beverly Roberts, was direc- 
ted by John Farrow. 

It is a story of Americans in 
China, a particularly timely tale. 
A young American is about to lose 
an oil well through foreclosure of 
the mortgage, when Karloff, in the 
role of a Chinese war lord steps in 
to help the young man who once 
saved his life. There’s plenty of 
drama and fast action, as well as 
authentic Chinese settings. Besides 
the stars, the cast includes such 
prominent players as Ricardo Cor- 
tez, Gordon Oliver, Sheila Bromley, 
Viadimir Sokoloff and a number 
of Chinese actors including Rich- 
ard Loo, James Leong, Tetsu Ko- 
mi and Mia Ichioaka. ‘‘ West of 
Shanghai’’ was taken from a 
screen play by Crane Wilbur. 


Numerology Lucky 
For New Starlet 


There may be something in this 
numerology business after all. 
Sheila Bromley, the film actress, 
swears there is. She says she got 
the part of ‘‘Lola’’ in Warner 
Bros.’ ‘‘West of Shanghai’’ be- 
cause she changed her name. She 
will be seen in that melodrama of 
China at the Strand Theatre next 
week. 

Bromley, you may gather, is not 
Sheila’s name at all. A Hollywood 
numerologist christened her that a 
couple of months ago. 

‘He told me the vibrations of 
my other names were all wrong,’’ 
Miss: Bromley said. 

The vibrations of Bromley must 
have been right because the next 


day, Sheila got a part in ‘‘Lady . 


Be Careful’’ at Paramount and as 
soon as she finished that one she 
walked right over to Warner Bros. 
for the second lead in ‘‘ West of 
Shanghai.’’ 

Miss Bromley was born Sheila 
Fulton in Santa Barbara on Oc- 
tober 31, 1911. Her father was a 
scion of the famous Fulton family 
who gave its name to Fulton Street. 
Her mother was a descendant of 
the Ortegos and the De La Guer- 
ras. 

Miss Bromley’s first name 
change occurred in 1928 when she 
decided to become a dancer. She 
christened herself Sheila LaGae 
and the next year was named Miss 
California in a San Francisco Call 


Bulletin Contest. That gave her a 
trip to Havana but nothing else. 

Miss Bromley didn’t like the 
name LaGae so she changed back 
to Fulton and went to work for 
commercial photographers. She had 
her picture taken smoking cigar- 
ettes, eating breakfast food, driv- 
ing automobiles and listening to 
radios. She wanted to be an ac- 
tress so again she changed her 
name — this time to Sheila Man- 
ners. 

As Sheila Mannars, Miss Brom- 

ley came to Hollywood and went to 
work in westerns. 
' “*T couldn’t get out of them,’’ 
she said. All the casting directors 
thought of me as a western ac- 
tress.’? 

As Miss Manners, she got eon- 
siderable publicity as the girl who 
went around with Ernst Lubitsch. 

Finally she went to the numer- 
ologist and he changed her name 
for her again. The last change 
worked, she says. 

She still is Sheila Manners when 
she works in westerns, which is 
quite often. But for real dramatic 
work, like she did in the play 
“Bury The Dead’’ and in ‘‘ West 
of Shanghai,’’ she says she’s go- 
ing to be Miss Bromley. The name 
vibrates just right. 

‘“West of Shanghai,’’? which 
was directed by’ John Farrow, 
from a screen play by Crane Wil- 
bur co-stars Boris Karloff and 
Beverly Roberts. 


GORDON HART [IS 
PARSON AT LAST 


It has finally happened — Gor- 
don Hart, who was once pastor of 
the First Congregational Church in 
Walla Walla, Washington, is for 
the first time playing a minister 
on the screen. He is the medical 
missionary in Warner Bros.’ 
‘¢West of Shanghai’’ which comes 
to the Strand Theatre on Friday. 


Until he was cast in ‘‘ West 
of Shanghai,’’ Hart never por- 
trayed a minister. Last year he 
appeared in 386 pictures and not 
once did he wear the cloth. He 
played judges, lawyers, mayors, 
crooks, doctors — everything but 
parsons. 

Hart left the pulpit some years 
ago to become an actor. He was 
‘¢discovered’’ by Warner Bros. 
studio in the Passedena Playhouse 
production of ‘‘ Yellow Jack.’’ 

‘‘West of Shanghai’’ co-stars 
Boris Karloff and Beverly Rob- 
erts. It was directed by John Far- 
row from a screen play by Crane 
Wilbur based on Porter Emerson 
Browne’s stage play. 


REAL NATIVES IN 
WAR ZONE MOVIE 


You may see your Chinese laun~’ 
dryman in the Warner Bros. melo- 
drama, ‘‘ West of Shanghai,’’ com- 
ing soon to the Strand Theatre. 
Ten genuine shirt washers have 


parts in the picture. 


Among the Chinese who wander 
about as background for Ricardo 
Cortez, Beverly Roberts and Boris 
Karloff, are houseboys, lottery op- 
erators, firecracker salesmen, a 
youth from the diplomatic service, 
ten college students, two herb doc- 
tors, three gardeners, the owner of 
a chop suey joint, and a tailor. 

Tom Gubbins, unofficial mayor 
of Los Angeles’ Chinatown, round- 
ed up the players for the picture. 

Gubbins also acted as inter- 
preter on the set, although all the 
younger Chinese spoke beautiful 
English. Many of the older men 
and women spoke no English at 
all and Director John Farrow’s in- 
structions had to be passed on to 
them by Gubbins. 

Karloff and Miss Roberts are co- 
starred in ‘‘ West of Shanghai.’’ 
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LOVE IS RECKLESS and life is cheap when each moment may be their 
last, Beverly Roberts and Gordon Oliver, trapped in a war-torn land, are 
menaced by Ricardo Cortez in a scene from ‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ com- 


ing soon to the Strand Theatre. 
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War Zone Is Scene 


(Review) 


The exotic atmosphere of the interior of North China — rarely if ever before shown in a 
motion picture and particularly timely today with China in the headlines — comes to the screen 
in ‘‘ West of Shanghai,’’ a melodramatic thriller from Warner Bros. which had its first local 
showing yesterday at the Strand Theatre. 


Boris Karloff, chiefly familiar 
to movie audiences from his play- 
ing of “horror” pictures, is a war 
lord. He is a Chinese bandit 
general, and, fortunately, isn’t in 
the least horrible. He’s genial 


and good-natured and — despite 
the fact that he does a little 
killing now and then — a rather 


likeable fellow on the whole. The 
audiences seemed highly pleased 
with him and the story. 

The play revolves around the 
possession and ownership of an 
oil concession. Jim Hallet, an 
American played by Gordon 
Oliver, has discovered the field, 
borrowed money to develop it, 
but it is about to be foreclosed 
on him because he hasn’t enough 
cash. 

Myron Galt (Douglas Wood) 
and Gordon Creed (Ricardo Cor- 
tez), financiers, are in a race for 
the property and arrive at the 
field together, to find that Gen- 
eral Wu Yen Fang (Karloff) is in 
possession of the adjacent village. 

It develops that Hallet has 
once saved General Fang’s life, 
and Fang repays him by seeing 
to it that. Hallet becomes the 
complete owner of the oil wells. 
The villainous Creed is killed in 
a mixup. 

The feminine romantic interest 
is carried by Beverly Roberts, 
playing a young medical mission- 
ary, and a screen newcomer, 
Sheila Bromley, as a daughter of 
the financier Galt. 

Excellent performances are 
fem en TT prael nrose = 
actors, plus the Orientals, Rich- 
ard Loo, James Leong, Tetsu 
Komi and Mia Ichioaka; and the 
Russian, Vladimir Sokoloff. 

“West of Shanghai” was di- 
rected by John Farrow, from a 
sereen play by Crane Wilbur, 
based upon Porter Emerson 
Browne’s famous “The Bad Man.” 


Am OCT ait 


(Lead Story) 


BORISKARLOFF 
IN MELODRAMA 
FOR STRAND 


With Boris Karloff, famed 
character star, ‘‘West of Shang- 
hai,’’ a thrilling melodrama of the 
oil fields in the interior of North 
China, is scheduled to be shown 
next week at the Strand Theatre. 

Karloff’s part this time is far 
from the ‘‘horror’’ things that he 
has done in the past. He is a 
Chinese bandit general, good-hu- 
mored and sympathy-winning. Of 
course, he has a striking make-up, 
as might be expected of Karloff. 
But he’ll be frightening no chil- 
dren in this piece; instead, he’ll 
make them laugh. 

With the celebrated star in 
‘*West of Shanghai’’ will be seen 
Beverly Roberts and Sheila Brom- 
ley, in the leading feminine roles; 
Ricardo Cortez, Gordon Oliver and 
Viadimir Sokoloff, together with a 
large cast of Chinese players. 

The remote interior of North 
China has seldom if ever before 
been portrayed on the screen, and 
the settings of ‘‘ West of Shang- 
hai,’’ therefore, are pronounced 
unusual and picturesque. For one 
scene an entire Chinese hamlet was 
built and peopled by several hun- 
dred extras. With the current sit- 
uation in China so much in front 
of the public mind, this picture 
should prove of great interest. 

West of Shanghai’’ was direec- 
ted by John Farrow. 


AMERICANS TRAPPED IN 


WAR-ZONE! 


(Opening Day Story) 


Boris Karloff In 


Deep in China’s wild interior 
proceeds the thrilling action of 
‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ the Warner 
Bros. melodrama starring Boris 


Mat 301—30c 


Grim bandit chiefs, and war lords, leaders of the desperate 


hordes who battle savagely for life or death spare no one as Beverly Roberts is endangered in a scene 
from the thrilling Warner Bros. film, ‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ which is now playing at the Strand Theatre. 


Never again will Gordon Oliv- 
er, young Warner Bros. player, 
investigate a hornets’ nest. 

On location in the country for 
‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ now play- 
ing at the Strand Theatre, Oliver 
found what seemed to be an empty 
hornets’ nest in an oak tree near 
the location. He hit it with a 
stick. 

First aid men packed Oliver’s 
face in mud for half a day. He 
began to look like his normal self 
several days later. 


STAR GETS AXE 
FOR A PRESENT 


The oddest gift of the season 
was received by Beverly Roberts, 
Warner Bros.’ star, from a fan 
in the State of Washington. 

The fan, a lumberjack, sent 
Miss Roberts his favorite double 
bitted axe after he saw her in 
“God’s Country and the Woman.” 
Miss Roberts has the leading 
feminine part in “West of Shang- 
hai’ now at the Strand. 


BURRO RUNS AWAY 
WITH FILM STAR 


Burros are gentle animals — 
ordinarily. But you can’t con- 
vinee Sheila Bromley they aren’t 
dangerous. 

One ran away with her during 
the filming of a scene for Warner 
Bros.’ “West of Shanghai,” now 
playing at the Strand Theatre, 
and dumped the young leading 
woman in a gully in the Califor- 
nia hills. Save for a few bruises, 
Miss Bromley escaped unhurt al- 
though she was forced to eat her 
lunch standing up. 

Beverly Roberts and Boris Kar- 
loff are co-starred in the film, 
which was directed by John Far- 
row, from a screen play by Crane 
Wilbur based on Porter Emerson 
Browne’s play “The Bad Man.” 


HORNETS’ NESTS 


ESE AfFAP IS 


A COLLEGE GRAD 


Richard Loo, who plays the 
part of Mr. Cheng in Warner 
Bros.’ “West of Shanghai,” which 
opened at the Strand Theatre 
yesterday, is a graduate of the 
University of California. Loo, 
who left college with a Bachelor 
of Science degree, was born in 
the Hawaiian Islands in 1903. 
His father is a real estate man 
there. 

Loo came to Hollywood and 
opened an importing and export- 
ing house. The depression hit him 
and he turned to acting. He has 
appeared in “The Bitter Tea of 
General Yen,” “The Good Earth” 
and “Mad Holiday,” and is in 
great demand for character roles 
in the various studios. 


FANCIES oF tHe 
MOVIE FOLKS 


pul 


waa 


BORIS KARIOFe 


LIKES TO CHANGE FACES 


Houywoon's Greatest HORROR ExeaT 
Wit EMERGE From THE BANDS OF THE 
MAKE-UP MAN AS GENERAL WU YEN 
TANG, IN" WEST OF SHANGHAI‘, THE 
Fest NATIONAL FILM IN WKH KE 
IS SutPoRTED By BEVERLY Robes 
Ano Ricpe0Q CORTEZ 
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GinL MENUINE 


FACES DANGER 
WITHOUT FEAR 


Gloria Faythe’ job is ‘‘standing 
in’’ for stars, but one day she had 
to ‘‘sit in’’ for Sheila Bromley— 
atop a frolicsome mule. 

This was while Miss Bromley re- 
hearsed dialogue for a scene of 
““West of Shanghai’’ with Boris 
Karloff, and cameramen meanwhile 
focussed on the stand-in and her 
mule. 


The mule began ‘‘acting-up’’ a 
little, and Gloria quieted him. 
‘Good Girl!’’ approved Director 
John Farrow. ‘‘ Your fall certain- 
ly didn’t make you afraid of four- 
footed beasts of burden, did it?’’ 


Which was the first time Sheila, 
new to the Warner Bros. lot, had 
heard that her stand-in was the 
former chorus girl who had been 
so badly injured in a fall from a 
horse four months before. She im- 
mediately insisted on doing her 
own ‘standing in,’ despite the fact 
that Gloria told her she’d been 
riding bridle-paths again every 
week-end and wasn’t at all afraid! 

Miss Faythe’s life had been 
given up by doctors at one time 
following her accident, in which 
she sustained a five-inch skull frac- 
ture. But she rallied, and today 
is as well as ever, except that she 
is not allowed to go back to her 
former profession of dancing for 


another year. She was a_ head 
chorus girl and teacher of new 
routines. 


‘¢West of Shanghai,’’ co-star- 
ing Boris Karloff and Beverly 
Roberts, is now playing at the 
Strand Theatre. Besides the stars 
the cast includes such prominent 
players as Ricardo Cortez, Gordon 


Oliver, Vladimir Sokoloff, and a 
number of well-known Chinese 
players. John Farrow directed 


from a screen play by Crane Wil- 
bur, based on a stage play by Por- 
ter Emerson Browne. 


Karloff, which opens today at the 
Strand Theatre. 


It is a tale of the race for own- 
ership of some oil fields, by three 
Americans, and their adventures 
with the native bandit general who 
controls the territory—this being 
that master of makeup and char- 
acter acting, Boris Karloff. 


Contrary to his usual custom of 
portraying ‘‘seary’’ characters, 
Karloff this time is a good-natured 
rascal, whom audiences can’t help 
liking even though he is a villain 
who doesn’t hesitate to get his 
foes out of the way by the quick- 
est methods possible. 


The play revolves around the 
possession and ownership of an 
oil concession. Jim Hallet has dis- 
covered the field, borrowed money 
to develop it, but it is about to be 
foreclosed on him because he 
hasn’t enough money. 


Some unscrupulous men try to 
buy it in, but General Wu Yen 
Fang (Karloff) is in possession of 
the adjacent village, and when he 
learns that Hallet is the man who 
once saved his life, he repays the 
debt by helping him win back his 
oil field. 


The three American characters 
are Gordon Oliver, Ricardo Cor- 
tez and Douglas Wood, while the 
feminine romantic interest is sus- 
tained by Beverly Roberts and 
Sheila Bromley. There are a num- 
ber of noted Chinese actors in the - 
east, too. 


‘“West of Shanghai’’ was di- 
rected by John Farrow from a 
screen play by Crane Wilbur, 
based on a stage success by Porter 
Emerson Browne. 


arf 
z Eis MaTe 


KARLOFF HAS 
POOR VISION 
AS ORIENTAL 


Boris Karloff got the reputation 
of having gone high-hat during his 
first week of work in Warner 
Bros.’ ‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ now 
playing at the Strand Theatre, and 
he had an assistant to help him 
dispel the rumor. 

His makeup as the Chinese ban- 
dit of the picture included slant 
eyes produced by a powerful con- 
striction of the outer corners of 
each optic. 

This caused a pressure on the 
eyeball by the lower eyelid. The 
pressure distorted his vision. He 
could see a visitor to the set or in 
the cafe or out on the lot, but the 
visual distortion was sufficient to 
blur and change facial outlines. As 
a result many persons he knows 
were not greeted with that smile 
of recognition most people in pic- 
tures expect from a star before 
they speak to him. 

His assistant was the still pho- 
tographer attached to ‘‘West of 
Shanghai,’’ Bert Sixe. The cam- 
era expert was always at hand 
with the company and knows most 
of Karloff’s friends by sight so 
when one approached he informed 
the actor. 


Finally, word spread about the 
reason why the star failed to ree- 
ognize friends, in the hope that 
any who haven’t been told in per- 
son would hear of it, and under- 
stand. The reason Karloff took so 
much trouble wasn’t on his own 
account, but because he disliked to 
hurt anyone’s feelings. 

He’s kind to all animals — 
even man! ‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ 
in which he co-stars with Beverly 
Roberts, is a Chinese melodrama, 
directed by John Farrow. 


‘ 
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EAST MEETS WEST 


AT BRIDGE TABLE 


Four Chinese extras, with in- 
scrutable faces, sat around a pack- 
ing box on the Warner Bros. 
“‘West of Shanghai’’ set. They 
were playing cards. 

Nearby, Ricardo Cortez, Bever- 
ly Roberts and Gordon Oliver were 
eating lunch. 

‘“TLook at those faces,’’ Cortez 
said. ‘‘You can’t get away from 
_it—east is east and west is west.’’ 

‘*An entirely different people 
than ours,’’ observed Miss Rob- 
erts. ‘‘No matter what happens, 
China will always be China. Our 
civilization will never engulf 
their ’s.’? 

One of the Chinese threw down 
his cards and glared at his part- 
ner. 

““Gee, you’re dumb! ’’ he yelled. 
‘*We shoulda set ’em. What you 
want to trump my trick for? You 
shoulda known I had the king of 
spades.’’? Then he sat down rif- 
fled the pasteboards and dealt 
them out. He stared at his hand. 
‘¢Three hearts,’’ he bid. 

‘West of Shanghai’? which was 
directed by John Farrow and stars 
Boris Karloff, is now playing at 
the Strand Theatre. 


BEVERLY MAKES 
NEW SOCIAL LAW 


Beverly Roberts wants to start 
a social revolution. Emily Post to 
the contrary, she thinks it is silly 
for men to stand every time a 
woman gets up from the table. 

‘¢Hrom now on, my escorts will 
remain seated if I stand,’’ she 
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CURLYHEAD Beverly Roberts is 
one of filmdom’s rising stars. She’s 
currently playing opposite Boris 
Karloff in ‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ 
an exciting drama of the war zone, 
now at the Strand. 


says. ‘‘I’m tired of seeing men 
make themselves uncomfortable for 
etiquette’s sake.’’ 

Miss Roberts suggests that any 
person who disagrees with her, 
visit one of the many Hollywood 
night spots and watch the men be- 
ing uncomfortable. 

‘‘Every time a woman gets up 
to dance, the men at the tables are 
forced to stand,’’ she says. ‘‘ Then 
women come to the tables and all 
the men stand up and the women 
haven’t courtesy enough to tell the 
males to sit down. They stand 
there, shifting from one foot to 
the other and looking embarras- 
sed.’? 

Miss Roberts, at the moment, is 
playing the feminine lead in War- 
ner Bros.’ ‘‘West of Shanghai’’ 
at the Strand Theatre. Co-starred 
with her is Boris Karloff, and 
the cast includes Gordon Oliver, 
Vladimir Sokoloff, Sheila Bromley. 


SHEILA’S BIG HAUL 


Sheila Bromley, who has an 


important part in Warner Bros.’ 
“West of Shanghai,” now at the 
Strand Theatre, is one of the best 
fisherwomen in Hollywood. Every 
week-end she goes to Catalina 
island and fishes for game fish. 
Her record catch is a 200-pound 
swordfish. She’s pretty proud of 
it, but her one regret is that it’s a 
bit too large for framing. 
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EAST MEETS WEST when Beverly Roberts and Ricardo Cortez try to 
persuade war lord Boris Karloff to help them in a scene from the thrill- 
ing melodrama ‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ tha Warner Bros. film which is the 
current attraction at the Strand Theatre. 


Press and Program Shorts 


Boris Karloff’s real name is William Henry Pratt, but you can’t 
call a man who plays such villainous villains “William Henry.” He got 
the Karloff from his mother who is a bona fide Russian, and Boris was 
his own idea. 


Sheila Bromley feels that she owes her present success in films to a 
numerologist. Under the name of Sheila Manners the starlet was given 
several “Western” roles, and couldn’t seem to get away from that type 
of casting. The number expert whom she consulted changed her name 
to Bromley, and real dramatic parts followed. That’s how Hollywood 
superstitions are born! 


Stranded in Paris a couple of years ago, Beverly Roberts, who had 
trained exclusively for very dramatic acting, discovered that her deep, 
throaty singing voice was a previously uncounted asset. She landed a 
job in a cabaret and earned enough money to bring her safely home to 
New York—and from there it was only a transcontinental step to Holly- 
wood and film fame. 


soo thn Sena SD Role 


To pay: vack an 01a score in ths way or practiza! jones, peversy 
Roberts got hold of a pipe Ricardo Cortez was to smoke in a scene from 
“West of Shanghai” and filled it with shredded film. The director was 
in on the gag, so he kept the cameras from rolling while “Ric” strug- 
gled manfully with the pipe, under the impression that he’d be spoil- 
ing the scene if he stopped smoking. He’s busy thinking up a fast one 
to pull on Miss Roberts right now. 


Ricardo Cortez owns a half interest in the film rights to the fa- 
mous book, “High Winds in Jamaica.” He and his partner are planning 
to produce it soon as a picture. Unknown to Hollywoodians, he has 
been buying up good story properties for the past few years, as he 
wants to become a director-producer. 


For a scene in “West of Shanghai,” Art Director Max Parker built 
a complete Chinese city on the Warner Ranch near Calabassas. The set, 
which represented a small town and a missionary station in Northern 
China, covered 10 acres and took more than three weeks to construct. 


Chester Gan, an American Chinese, who is currently to be seen in 
“West of Shanghai,” was an automotive engineer before he came to 
Hollywood a couple of years ago to visit a relative. He was tested for 
a role in “Shanghai Express,” and the test was so successful that he 
remained in Hollywood to pursue a film career. 


While Boris Karloff was beginning his stage career and parts were 
few and far between he made his living driving a truck at five dollars 
a day. He used to rehearse his lines aloud as he drove, and says that 
he hasn’t found as good a way of committing them to memory since he 
abondoned the truck-driving job. 


This Publicity Featurette available in one and two column Mats. Order 
No. 213 for the two col., and No. 115 for the one col. from Campaign 
Plan Editor. Specify size. 


Had To Go East 


To Crash Movies 


Film stars get thousands of fan 
letters a week. And nearly every 
fan asks the same _ question: 
‘“What’s the best way to break 
into pictures???’ 

There are several answers to 
that question. Here are a few of 
them: 


Win a beauty contest. Joan 
Crawford and Norma Shearer did, 
and look at them. But also look at 
the thousands of beauty contest 
winners who came to Hollywood, 
were seen and forgotten. 

Get a part in a Federal Thea- 
tre Project play and be seen by 
a studio talent scout. Gloria Dick- 
son did that and won the leading 
part in Mervyn LeRoy’s ‘‘ They 
Won’t Forget.’’ 

Be born in Iowa and cultivate 
an English accent. That’s how 
Margaret Lindsay got in, in 
“<Cavaleade.’? 

Become a famous stage actor or 
actress as did Leslie Howard, Jo- 
sephine Hutchinson and Paul 
Muni. 

But here’s the most important 
rule. If you were born in Los 
Angeles or Hollywood move to 
New York, or Denver or Chicago 
or even Kankakee. The local boys 
and girls haven’t got a chance, ac- 
cording to Gordon Oliver. He 
should know, for he once tried to 
break into films from the Holly- 
wood end—and failed. It wasn’t 
until he went to New York and 
appeared in several plays that a 
talent scout spotted him. 

Right now, Oliver is playing the 
juvenile lead in Warner Bros.’ 


CHINA LINGO 
IS TOUGH ON 
OCCIDENTALS 


Gordon Oliver thought he had 
discovered a Vince Barnett ‘‘rib- 
bing streak’’ in a Chinese. one 
day recently, but was forced to 
change his mind. 

Oliver, film leading man, learn- 
ed some Chinese phrases from a 
solemn-faced old Oriental on the 
set of Warner Bros.’ flicker, 


Ricardo 


Cortez 
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‘“West of Shanghai,’’ now play- 
ing at the Strand Theatre. Then, 
biding his time until that actor 
was finished in the picture, he tried 
the sentences in which the old fel- 
low had patiently instructed him, 
on another Chinese. 

The latter, who had just joined 
the cast, said: ‘‘I’m sorry. I can’t 
understand you.’’ 

‘You mean I speak so badly 
you can’t make out what I am 
saying?’?’ 

“*No, I mean you are not speak- 
ing my language. What is it you 
are speaking — Japanese?’’ 

Director John Farrow was able 
to solve the riddle just when Gor- 
don had come to the conclusion he 
had been made a victim of one of 
the most elaborate ribs on record. 

‘“This man speaks Cantonese. 
You learned Mandarin, or North 
China language. That fellow you 
were talking to just now should 
have known it, and probably did, 
but wouldn’t admit it,’’ said the 
director. ‘‘That’s just an old 
Chinese custom, not a rib. They 
turn up their noses at each other’s 
language and refuse to recognize 
the kind they don’t happen to 
speak as Chinese! ’’ 


‘“West of Shanghai,’’ now playing 
at the Strand Theatre. 

Oliver hasn’t always been an ae- 
tor. He was born in Los Angeles. 
His father was a banker and Oliv- 
er was brought up with a golden 
spoon in his mouth. Left an es- 
tate of $500,000 by his father, 
Oliver saw it wiped away by the 
depression and he had to make his 
own living. 

“The film business looked good 
to me,’’? Oliver says. ‘‘I tried to 
crash the studios and couldn’t 
make the grade. Then I went to 
New York and went on the stage 
and the rest was easy.’’ 


PLAYERS CHOOSE 
ALTERNATE JOBS 


‘‘What would you do if you 
weren’t a film player?’’ is a ques- 
tion that actors and actresses are 
always being asked. And they al- 
ways seem to have pat answers. 
Here are three from the east of 
‘West of Shanghai,’’ the War- 
ner Bros. melodrama of China 
which is now showing at the 
Strand Theatre. 


Boris Karloff, the star, says, ‘‘I 
think I should turn farmer — 
whether ‘gentleman farmer’ or not 
I couldn’t say. I have an English- 
man’s love of country life, and 
while I have only the beginnings 
of a farm or estate now, some 
three acres in Goldwater Canyon, 
I keep livestock and raise farm 
products there, chiefly through my 
own labor when I’m in town and 
not in a picture at the moment.’’ 


Ricardo Cortez, one of the vil- 
lains of the piece, says, ‘‘What 
I’d like to ao if I were barre. 
from acting in some way would 
be a job that combined making a 
living in some more or less excit- 
ing way, with travel. Specifically 
I think I’d try to get a job trav- 
elling to foreign countries and sel- 
ling something — not munitions, 
perhaps, since that’s in bad taste 
these days, but matching wits at 
any rate with competitors for a 
foreign market in something or 
other.’’ 


Beverly Roberts, leading woman 
of the show, answers, ‘‘1’d like to 
write — novels and plays chiefly, 
song poems a third choice. That 
is, assuming I could learn how to 
do so and finally make good at it.’’ 


NO MORE HORROR 
FILMS FOR BORIS 


Now it may be told why Boris 
Karloff has ‘‘turned human’’ in 
pictures. After mechanical or 
semi-human or supernatural ‘‘hor- 
ror men,’’ he has just finished two 
pictures in which he plays real hu- 
man beings — and rather likeable 
ones at that. 


‘‘T found I was frightening 
children throughout the country,’’ 
Karloff explains simply. 

That was reason enough for the 
man who had built a great repu- 
tation for one particular kind of 
picture, to turn away from that 
career and in effect, embark upon 
another. 


‘“Night Key,’’ at one studio, in- 
troduced Karloff as a human be- 
ing on the screen and his newest 
picture, ‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ 
made for Warner Bros. and now 
playing at the Strand Theatre, is 
another and very important step 
toward his ‘‘humanization.’’ 


This picture, with an all-star 
east that includes Beverly Roberts, 
Gordon Oliver, Ricardo Cortez and 
Sheila Bromley, is based on the fa- 
mous old stage play, ‘‘The Bad 
Man.’’ ‘‘West of Shanghai’’ was 
directed by John Farrow. 
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¢ Brief Biographies - 


BORIS KARLOFF—William Henry Pratt is the correct name of this 
outstanding character ... Was born in Dulwich, a suburb of London, 
England, son of a British civil service officer and his Russian wife... 
Was trained for consular duty, but didn’t like the prospect and ran 
away to Canada... Got work on a farm in Ontario, and later migrated 
to Banff, Alberta ... Still later went to Vancouver and got a pick and 
shovel job at $2.50 a day ... Saw an advertisement for “experienced” 
character actor to play stock at Kamloops, B. C... Went there and got 
the place by inventing a fictitious career in London... Later got job in 
road show starring Belle Bennett: “The Virginian,” and adopted the 
name of Boris Karloff, which was name of his mother’s father... 
Reached Hollywood in 1917 and was extra... Then got small bit in 
Douglas Fairbanks’ picture “His Majesty the American”... For a time 
he drove a truck for a cement company in Los Angeles at $5 a day... 
Made first big success in “horror” pictures . . . “Frankenstein,” “The 
Old Dark House,” “The Ghoul,” “The Raven,” ete. .. Present starring 
picture, “West of Shanghai.” 


BEVERLY ROBERTS—New York born Beverly Roberts got her first 
professional opportunity through the celebrated Eva Le Gallienne, in 
whose stock company she got a job... She played in “Passionate Pil- 
grim,” “Girls In Uniform” and several others... Went to London and 
played in “Service,” and several others ... Then to Paris where she 
was stranded ... Got a singing engagement in a cabaret and made a 
hit with her deep, throaty voice... Returned to New York where she 
sang in the House of Lords—a night club... A motion picture scout 
discovered her there and sent her to Hollywood .. She is 5 feet 4, 
weighs 115, blonde and dark-eyed ... She had leading feminine role 
with Al Jolson in Warner Bros.’ “The Singing Kid,” then was in “China 


Clipper” and latterly the technicolor picture “God’s Country and the 
Woman”... Is very serious about her career and spends most of her 
spare time taking lessons in diction, dancing and singing... Present 
picture “West of Shanghai,” co-starring with Boris Karloff. 


RICCARDO CORTEZ—Ricardo Cortez was born in Vienna .. .At the, 
early age of two he came to New York with his family and grew up 
on the Lower East Side ... Became a messenger for a Wall Street 
brokerage house . . . Became interested in the theatre when he first 
climbed to a gallery seat in a Second Avenue showhouse to see a melo- 
. From that time on he was an incurable galleryite 
. .. His theatrical career began when he discovered there was money to 
be made acting in stage mob-scenes as a “super” .. . So-0-0-0, he worked 
at the brokerage by day, and at night, in all his glory, he stormed onto 
the stage with the roaring mob... Began to wonder about the movies. 
Why not? .. .Went to the old Fort Lee Studio in New Jersey and was 
accepted as an “extra.” ... Then graduated to “bit? roles . . 
long he was in demand . .. Thought things over, then invaded the 
Paramount plant on Long Island, and to his amazement he acquired a 


dramatic thriller. . 


. Before 


contract and was sent to Hollywood ... Played lead with Greta Garbo 
in “The Torrent.” . 
most famed in mystery thrillers... Latest “West of Shanghai.” 


. . Rapid rise to fame, he has played many roles, 


s 


SHEILA BROMLEY—Sheila Fulton was the original name of this 
clever young actress ... She was born in Santa Barbara, California, 26 
years ago ... Became a professional at 17 and called herself Sheila 
LaGae ... Then became a professional model and changed back to 
Sheila Fulton . 
name, Sheila Manners ... Played in western pictures and couldn’t 
seem to get away from them... Then a numerologist changed her to 
Sheila Bromley, and she got real dramatic parts ... Success in recent 
“Lady Be Careful” ... Present picture, with Boris Karloff, Beverly 


Roberts and Gordon Oliver, “West of Shanghai.” 


. . Reached Hollywood four years ago and took a new 


CORTEZ HAS A 
GREAT STORY 


Here’s an item of interest to 
lovers of that literary classic 
‘“High Wind In Jamaica.’’ 


Ricardo Cortez, Warner Bros. 
star, now playing in ‘‘West of 
Shanghai,’’ at the Strand Thea- 
tre, owns half interest in the film 
tights to the famous book. He and 
his partner are planning to pro- 
duce it as a picture. 


Original plans ealled for the 
Abbey Children, who wrote 
*¢ Around the World in 11 Years,’’ 
to play in the film, but the plans 
have not materialized, Cortez said. 

Unbeknown to Hollywoodians, 
Cortez has been buying up good 
story properties for the past three 
years. He wants to be a director- 
producer, not an actor. 

‘‘T’ve been an actor a good 
many years,’’ he says. ‘‘And I’m 
getting tired of it. I’d like to try 
something new.’’ 

‘“West of Shanghai,’’ directed 
by John Farrow, stars Boris Kar- 
loff. Other noted names in the 
cast, besides Cortez, are Beverly 
Roberts, Gordon Oliver, Sheila 
Bromley, and Viadimer Sokoloff. 


QUIT SCIENCE 
FOR PICTURES 


The automotive industry lost a 
good engineer when Chester Gan 
decided to become an actor. 

Gan, now playing an important 
part in Warner Bros.’ ‘‘ West of 
Shanghai,’’ at the Strand Thea- 
tre, is an American Chinese, born 
in Grass Valley, California, July 
4, 1908. He is a graduate of the 
Case School of Applied Science 
and for a time was an automotive 
engineer. 

He came to Hollywood to visit 
a relative a few years ago ard 
stayed to be an actor. His first 


fim part was in ‘‘Shanghai Ex- 


press.’’ Since then he has appear- 
ed in ‘‘Case of the Curious 
Bride,’’ ‘‘Romance of the West,’’ 
‘“Dear Bill’’—a play at the Pasa- 
dena Community Playhouse—and 
‘‘Small Town Girl.’? 

Gan did considerable technical 
work on ‘‘The Good Earth.’’ His 
father is a famous San Francisco 
importer. Gan also attended the 
University of Washington and the 
Cheng San college in China. 

‘“West of Shanghai,’’ which 
stars Boris Karloff, was directed 
by John Farrow. Other prominent 
members of the cast are Beverly 
Roberts, Ricardo Cortez, Vladimir 
Sokoloff, Gordon Oliver, and Sheila 
Bromley and several Chinese play- 
ers well-known to the screen. 


The discovery of demiformals in 
Hollywood gives every girl an ex- 
cuse to buy a new dress. 

The becoming style, according 
to Orry-Kelly, the fashion creator, 
is a forerunner of shorter skirts 
for evening, for the new ensemble 
consists of a street length dress 
worn, with formal coiffure. 

The popular material for these 
frocks at the moment is sheers or 
lace, dark brown, black and navy. 
They are usually fashioned with 
short sleeves and square or V- 
necks. In the hair is always a 
cluster or circlet of fresh flowers. 

Feverly Roberts appeared in one 
of these frocks recently at a play 


WANTS EXPERIENCE 


Viadimir Sokoloff, who is ecur- 
rently to be seen in ‘‘ West of 
Shanghai’’ at the Strand Thea- 
tre, made his debut with the Mos- 
cow Art players in Russia. Be- 
came one of the most famous mem- 
bers of the Moscow Kammer thea- 
tre. Later he met Max Reinhardt 
and played for years in all his 
theatres. In 1927 he came to New 
York with Reinhardt and played 
on Broadway. Since then he has 
made movies in France, Russia and 
Hollywood. ‘‘ Yes,’’ Mr. Sokoloff 
admits, ‘‘I’ve had some experi- 
ence. But I want lots more.’’ 


NOVEL BEAUTIFIER 


Beverly Roberts, Warner Bros. 
featured player, has a long run- 
way at her home floored with ten- 
nis balls. Every day she walks the 
balls in her bare feet to beautify 
them and aid her in acauiring 
grace in walking. Miss Roberts is 
currently co-starring with Boris 
Karloff in ‘‘West of Shanghai’’ 
at the Strand Theatre. John Far- 
row directed the film from a screen 
play by Crane Wilbur. 


BRUSHING ESSENTIAL 


Keeping hair soft and fluffy ap- 
pearing is all in the technique of 
brushing, according to Sheila 
Bromley, currently appearing in 
‘“West of Shanghai’’ at the 
Strand. She spends much time 
brushing her locks and always 
uses a brush with long, stiff bris- 
tles so they penetrate her hair and 
actually stimulate the scalp. 


Demi-Formals New 
Hollywood Craze 


opening. Of black triple-sheer, 
hers was fashioned with a full 
gathered skirt, with sleeves that 
went into a tight cuff above the 
elbow and with a long, slim V- 
neck, Beverly, who is currently 
playing the feminine lead in War- 
ner Bros.’ ‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ 
chose a half-circlet of camellias 
for her formal headdress. The pic- 
ture, which is now at the Strand 
Theatre, co-stars Boris Karloff. 

Sheila Bromley, also appearing 
in ‘‘West of Shanghai,’’ prefers 
black velvet to set off her blonde 
loveliness. Her favorite demi-form- 
al is a picture frock, with deep 
folds of the velvet starting at the 
waist and gathering width all the 
way to the hem. The neckline is 
square and the sleeves long and 
fitted. A broad gold metal cloth 
belt is the only note of color on 
the frock and it is repeated again 
in a halo hat which she wears back 
on her forehead. 


ACTOR HAS NEW 
TYPE TOBACCO 


Ricardo Cortez and Beverly Rob- 
erts, both of the east of ‘‘ West of 
Shanghai,’’ the Warner’ Bros. 
melodrama now showing at the 
Strand Theatre, are good practical 
jokers and they like to victimize 
each other. One recent day ‘‘ Ric’? 
put a tiny but loud alarm clock 
in a bag ‘‘Bev’’ was carrying in 
a scene of the picture, and con- 
spired with Director John Farrow 
to say he was filming a scene when 
really he was only rehearsing it. 


It was a verv 
Beverly»... 


of it. And then the ‘im. 
off “a. 


The curly-headed blonde got. 
right back at Ric. He smokes a 
pipe in some of his scenes. Getting 
a piece of old movie film Beverly 
shredded it fine with scissors and 
put it in Ric’s tobacco pouch. To 
avoid spoiling the scene that en- 
sued the actor struggled heroic- 
ally to pretend to be enjoying his 
smoke. In the middle of it the 
whole company burst out laughing. 

‘“We weren’t filming it, Ric,’’ 
said Farrow. ‘‘Lucky, too—your 
face wasn’t as it should have been 
when your pipe was sputtering and 
fuming—but you made a noble ef- 
fort to carry on the show at that 
and I’m proud of you!’’ 


BORIS KARLOFF 


HOLLYWOOD'S ‘“‘HORROR 
BAPE RE BEGOMES 


General Wu Yen Fang for the Movies 


Mat 502-B—50ce 


The face is Boris Karloff’s, the hands — Perc Westmore’s. Putty, greasepaint, and false hair transform Englishman Boris Karloff into a war lord, 
his latest role in Warner Bros.’ “West of Shanghai,” now at the Strand. 


WHAT HAPPENS T0 AMERICANS 
HELD CAPTIVE IN WAR-ZONE? 


Drama! 


“If we fight among ourselves we will all be killed.” 
Personal feuds become of little consequence in the 
face of far greater dangers in the shell-torn war zone. 


Thrills! 


“The firing squad is waiting for your man”, says General Wu 
Yen Fang (Boris Karloff). His word means life or death for 
a.maxe handful or perhans for more than a hundred million. 


Action! 


Clouds rain death and crowded 
streets become cratered battle- 
fields, as the helpless inhabitants 
flee aimlessly in all directions. 


General 


Wu Yen Fang 


see 


os oe = EE 
(BORIS KARLOFF) whose suc- e 

cess or failure on the field of battle Life or D eath ! 

causes untold anxiety in the capi- Americans in the peril-ridden war-zone. Justice is a 
tals of the world’s great nations. mockery, when desperate men make pawns of millions. 


This complete page—photos and type in mat form. Order No. 501B—Price 50¢ 
from Warner Bros. Campaign Editor. This space may be used for theatre imprint. 


LATEST DISPATCH 
FROM THE FRONT 


Set up teletype machine in 
lobby. Patrons receive in- 
formation of the latest war 
activity. Use this copy on 
tape: “What happens to 
Americans in a war-torn land? 
General Wu Yen Fang sweeps 
down on men, women, and 
children — His words mean 
life or death for a handful or 
for a hundred million. See 
‘West of Shanghai’ at this 
theatre on Wednesday.” At- 
tract notice with this poster: 
“Latest Dispatches From 
Field Headquarters of Gen- 
eral Wu Yen Fang.” 


“LIFE” MOVES UP 
TO THE FRONT 


Life Magazine (Sept. 13, 
1937) contains a five page 
spread of sensational photos 
of war scenes abroad — war- 
ship activity, air raids, refu- 
gees in distress. Mount these 
scenes on a large board in 
your lobby together with stills 
trom piccure. Selling line: 
‘West of Shanghai’ with Boris 
Karloff — As Thrilling as To- 
day’s Headlines.” 


JIG-SAW PUZZLE 
PERFECT TARGET 


‘Newspaper headline’ angle 
lends itself to a contest in 
which patrons are given a 
number of scrambled letters 
to assemble into a ‘news’ 
headline. Correct headline 
should read something like 
this: “West of Shanghai’ — 
Vivid Film at Strand.’ Award 
tickets to first ten to submit 
correct headline. 


Sell Tt With Headlines 


NOVEL HANGOUT FOR 
HEADLINE HUNTERS 


Mount on lobby compo board 
tearsheets concerning mili- 
tary activities abroad. Illus- 
trate with scenes from pic- 
ture. Selling line: “All the 
thrills, terror, and chaos of a 
seething volcano brought 
realistically to the screen in 
‘West of Shanghai’. As thrill- 
ing as today’s headlines.”’ 


NOTES OF INTEREST 
FOR PASSERS-BY 


This throwaway idea strikes 
home and should stimulate 
plenty of interest. Use this 
copy on card decorated with 
Oriental symbols: ‘What 
happens to Americans trap- 
ped in a war-torn country? 
See Boris Karloff in ‘West of 
Shanghai’ at the Strand Thea- 
tre on Wednesday.” 


TABLOID FRONT PAGE 
ON PAGE 15 


A special News Tabloid has 
been prepared for this picture 
(see page 15) showing scenes 


that appropriately tie-in with 


the foreign war situation. 
This sheet will create wide- 
spread interest in the picture, 
so be sure to distribute it 
through all possible channels 
in your town. 


READ ALL ABOUT 
THE BIG FIGHT 


Get issues of newspapers Car- 
rying headlines of the war. 
Surprint title of picture, name 
of theatre, and playdate on 
front page in large red letters. 
Kids distribute at hotels, 
apartment houses, shops, 
sporting arenas, football 
and hockey games. 


Vitaphone Shorts 


A NECKING PARTY (Vita- 
phone Novelties). Edgar Bergen 
and ‘Charlie’? McCarthy, one of 
the country’s most popular en- 
tertainment teams, in an adven- 
ture out west. 


(No. 3901—10 minutes) 


PORKY’S GARDEN (Looney 
Tunes). Another in the rib-tick- 
ling series of cartoon shorts, this 
time concerning Porky’s venture 


in the realm of horticulture. 
(No. 2816—8 minutes) 


Page Sixteen 


UPS AND DOWNS (Broadway 
Brevities). With Dance King 
Hal LeRoy and June Allyson. 
All about an elevator boy who 
fast steps right off with the 


boss’ daughter. 
(No. 3008—20 minutes) 


THE LYIN’ MOUSE (Merrie 
Melodies in Technicolor). In 
which a lyin’ mouse outwits a 
lion hungry by an Aesop fable. 


(No. 3402—8 minutes) 


PRACTICAL IDEAS 


Bg 
H 
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Chinese Selling Angles 


Zh BZ! 


Which means: ‘“‘Vellee fine 
opportunity to see a good pic- 
ture — Boris Karloff as Gen- 
eral Wu Yen Fang in “West 
of Shanghai’ at the Strand 
Theatre.’’ Copy may be used 
on street posters and newspa- 
per ads; laundry package in- 
serts, etc. 


PATRONS GRAPPLE 
WITH WHITE TIGER 


Have artist construct a giant 
head of a white tiger with 
mouth open so that patrons 
can look in. Mount stills of 
Karloff, scenes from picture 
and billing on inner walls of 
mouth. Place green flashers 
behind eyes and around 
mouth. Use this selling line: 
Look in and see General Wu 
Yen Fang — White Tiger and 
Ruler of North China.” 


PROPAGANDA HITS 
CITY LAUNDRIES 


If there’s a Chinese popula- 


tion in your community, be 
sure to let them know about 
picture. Do this via ads in 
Chinese papers and _ heralds 
written in Chinese and dis- 
tributed in laundries, chop 
suey houses, etc. 


ALL TRAFFIC HEADED 
WEST OF SHANGHAI 


_ If there’s a trolley or bus line 


passing your theatre arrange 
with company to have con- 
ductor yell this out just be- 
fore approaching theatre: 
‘“‘Next stop — ‘“‘West of 
Shanghai,’’ Strand Theatre. 

THE VITAPHONE TRAILER 
IS LOADED TO THE HILT 
WITH ACTION! — IT 
DOESN’T PULL ANY 
PUNCHES — TELLS ABOUT 
THE PICTURE AND SELLS 
IT! WHICH AGAIN 
PROVES: THERE IS INDEED 
NO SUBSTITUTE FOR VITA- 


PHONE TRAILERS. 


CAMERA SHOTS FROM 
WAR-TORN LAND 


The battle scenes from 
“West of Shanghai” are as | 
vivid as if they had actually 
taken place. Here is a list of 
‘war’ stills which can be dis- 
played in lobby, out front, 
and in newspapers. Order 
from Campaign Plan Editor. 
Price: One dollar for set of 
twelve, individually at ten 
cents, WLE2, 19; 22. 23, St. 
32, 63; 64, 65, 66; 67, 454 


GEN. WU YEN FANG 

ON WAY TO STRAND 
‘Coolie’ pulls rickshaw 
through streets with man 
dressed as Chinese general 
inside. Sign on vehicle reads: 
‘‘Meet General Wu Yen Fang 
(Boris Karloff) — ‘atthe 
Strand Theatre.”’ 


RISING SMOKE ATTRACTS 
TO LOBBY DISPLAY 


Place incense burner in h’:~- 


__ basin with - 


ery 


will see West of Shanghai. 
Mount stills from picture 
around inside of basin with 
flashers in back. 


NOTORIOUS GENERAL 
COMING TO TOWN 


Plant this in social column: 
“General Wu Yen Fang 
(Boris Karloff) will arrive 
from West of Shanghai on 
Wednesday; he will remain 
at the Strand for one week.” 


CANDID CAMERA 
SHOTS OF ORIENT 


There are probably a number 
of amateur photogs in town 
who have traveled through 
the East and are anxious to 
show their ‘snaps’. Arrange 
contest in conjuction with 
newspaper inviting readers to 
send in any shots they may 
have of the Orient. 


“WANTED” POSTERS 
FOR BANDIT 


Tack posters showing picture 
of Boris Karloff as General 
Wu Yen Fang (still No. WL 
Pub. A20) and this copy: 
“WANTED: For Murder, Ar- 
son, Banditry. He Used Four 
Bullets to Capture an Army. 
REWARD! See Boris Karloff 
at the Strand Theatre.’’ 


eee 


FOR EXPLOITATION 


Co-op Ad Suggestions 


Chinese Cognomen 
Contest 


Tell your patrons that there is going to be a gala Chinese 
Masquerade Ball in Hollywood for the stars in honor of the 
picture “West of Shanghai.” All of the movie stars who will 
attend will therefore want Chinese names to carry out the 
effect. These names are to be compatible with the particular 


The Shanghai angle lends itself to numerous tie-ups with stores 
selling oriental merchandise. Where merchants use newspaper 
space, have them surround your theatre ad with ads of their 
own products. Here are a few suggestions: 


CHINESE RESTAURANTS: FURNITURE STORES: Ori- 


Display stills, imprint napkins 


with picture's title and play- 


date. ‘For a delightful din- 
ner in a romantic setting of 
old Shanghai, always visit 


6] 99 


Yum’s. 


NOVELTY STORES: Display 
of Chinese bracelets, rings, 
jades, and floral decorations. 
‘Everything to brighten up 
your home and make it the 
peak of charm, cheerfulness 
and completeness.” (Still 
Nos. WL36, WL413). 


SHOE STORES: Chinese slip- 
pers and Oriental sandals. 
“Just the thing for that quiet 
evening at home — and the 
way they resist wear does 
their ancestry credit.”” (WL 
Pub. X, WL Pub. A6). 


GAS STATIONS: Since pic- 
‘~ deals with oil fields in 
os with gas 
___.wel dealers are 
appropriate. Selling line: 
“Don’t forget to check your 
gas and oil; don’t forget to see 
‘West of Shanghai’.”’ 


ental rugs and tapestries, 
screens. “‘Furniture to create 
an exceptional suite of beau- 


tiful design; the year’s most . 


popular shades of genuine 
tapestry.”’ (WL 46, 52, 62). 


GROCERS: Oolong tea, rice, 
litchi and other condiments. 
“Oolong tea is the best — 
Boris Karloff drinks it in 
“West of Shanghai.”’ (WL35, 
WL38, WL Pub. V). 


BOOK STORES: Display of 
popular books dealing with 
Chinese theme: “Oil For the 
Lamps of China,’ ‘The Far 


‘Fast: Gomes Nesrer.” — Fu 


Manchu.”’ Selling Line: “Ev- 
ery page an enthralling experi- 
ence when you read these 
books — Every moment a 
breath-taking adventure 
when you see ‘West of Shang- 
hai’ at the Strand.” : 


FLORISTS: Display of minia- 
ture Chinese gardens, lotus 
flowers, etc. ‘Floral decora- 
tions for every occasion at 
prices you can afford.” 


Promote With Karlott 


FILM STAR PROVES 
‘HIT-RUN’ ACTOR 


Display in lobby shows photos 
of Karloff in character roles 
from former hits. These in- 
clude ‘“‘Frankenstein,” ““The 
Mask of Fu Manchu,’ “The 
Mummy,” “The Old Dark 
House,’ ‘““The Raven,” ‘“The 
Walking Dead,’’ ‘“The House 
of Rothschild.’ Use blow-up 
of Karloff as General Wu Yen 
Fang in center. Selling line: 
‘“‘Man of many faces plays his 
greatest role as General Wu 
Yen Fang in ‘West of Shang- 
hai’.”’ Idea can also be used 
as contest, having patrons 
identify pictures. 


KUT-OUT KEEPS ’EM 
KARLOFF-KONSCIOUS 


The 24 sheet contains a giant 
figure of Karloff as General 
Wu Yen Fang. Cut-out and 
mount on top of marquee sur- 
rounded with alternating col- 
ored flashers. 


CITY WIDE SEARCH 
FOR HIS DOUBLE 


Advertise contest in local 
newspaper, in theatre pro- 
gram, and via street posters 
and heralds. Men send in 
photographs for a week be- 
fore the opening of picture. 
Display pictures most resem- 
bling Karloff from day to day. 
Last day of contest ‘doubles’ 
assemble on stage of your 
theatre and winner is present- 
ed with a prize sponsored by 
local merchant. 


KARLOFF RECALLS 
FAMOUS BAD MEN 


Boris Karloff plays the ‘Bad 
Man of Shanghai’ in this pic- 
ture. For lobby display use 
photos or sketches of bad men 
of various countries: Pancho 
Villa, Jesse James, Billy the 
Kid, Dick Turpin, Henry Mor- 
gan, Caesar, Borgia, Attila. 
Use blowup of Karloff as 
Fang, the White Tiger of 
China for center spot. 


de Havilland—Yum Yum. 


Campaign Plan Editor. 


star’s personality or by something with which he is identi- 
fied. For example: Hugh Herbert’s famed ‘Wu Wu’; Anita 
Louise could be Yen for Yu; Dick Powell—Sing Po; Olivia 


“a 
Play this up as a contest and give prizes to the best collection 
of names. Stills for display purposes showing the stars in 
Oriental costume can be ordered from the Warner Bros. 


Word Puzzle Contest 


(Answers to problems appear in parentheses: ) 


1. Chinese town from a container and a weight..(CAN-TON 

_ 2, Secret societies from a fireplace implement....(TONGS) 
3. Part of China from a cravat and a wager........ (TI-BET) 
4. Boat from man’s name and kitchen utensil..(SAM-PAN) 
5. Chinese poet from a fib and Italian river.......... (LI-PO) 
6. Hair style from what an actor waits for................ (CUE) 
7. Table aids from cut-of-meat and twigs..(CHOP-STICKS ) 
8. Chinese shop from greensward and arid....(LAUN-DRY) 
9. Part of China from male, munch, 


and inlet: 20520; 


ja al 
ey 


Cee (MAN-CHU-RIA) 


—- - Ce eee ramet a 
- Lown trom a téuei, suspehu, 
and not-low ............ 


ee (S-HANG-HAI) 


WHAT HAPPENS TO AMERICANS 
HELD CAPTIVE IN WAR-ZONE? 


SEE: The mysterious city of 
the East —- where the clouds 
rain death — and the crowd- 
ed street are battlefields! 


SEE: Valiant troops battle 
savagely to save a city from 
fierce attack! 


SEE: Boris Karloff as Gen. 
Wu Yen Fang—whose words 
mean life or death for a hand- 
ful or for a hundred million. 


in Warner Bros.’ bomb-burst- 
ing drama of the war that 
rages 


“WEST OF SHANGHAI”’ 
starring 


BORIS KARLOFF 


WHAT TO DO WITH THIS COPY 
fernrmmnononies oaomnssesn aaccwrmeeonannan EE 
In your newsreel: insert short 
trailer carrying this copy — a 
week in advance. 

On your tabloids, heralds, 
posters for lobby and street 
display. 

Cards on trolley and bus lines. 


Signs on newsstands. 


Surprint ‘Extra’? on newspa- 
pers and distribute on streets. 


In news section of papers 
near war ‘breaks’, also in : 
classified ad section. 


Radio spot announcements. 


ATTENTION! CHECK THESE— 


A number of salable features appear in the publicity section 
which make good publicity builder-uppers. Birthday Box on 
page 13, “Fancies of the Movie Folks” on page 12, Karloff 
Make-up Strip on page 14. Order mats from Campaign Plan 


Editor; please be sure to mention the name of this picture. 


Page Seventeen 


40 x 60 — LOBBY DISPLAYS — COLOR GLOS — ART FR44wES 


MODERN ART DISPLAY FRAMES 


40x60 FRAME The 40x60 frame illustrated 27x41 FRAME 


at the left is made of 3” dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is 3 ply 14” veneer. The 
easel is made of 2” pine wood. 


The 27x41 frame illustrated 
at the right is made of 2“ dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is a sturdy stretcher 
which fits snugly into the 
main frame. The easel is made 


41 ()00 each of 2" pine wood. $500 each 


See samples at your Vitagraph Exchange. Order directly from your Vitagraph Ad Salesman. 


40 x 60 
PHOTO GELATIN 


RENTAL 


75c 


New Type De Luxe 


8 x 10 COLOR-GLOS PRINTS 
at the same LOW RENTAL: 9c each 


Ask to see samples at your local Vitagraph Exchange. Each 
set contains 10 assorted scenes. May be rented singly. 


COLORED 22 x 28’s 


Rental: 20c each 


COLORED 11 x 14’s 


SET OF 8 
Rental: 35c 


INSERT CARD 
RENTAL 5) 12¢ ea. 


Page Eighteen 


11 x14 Color Clos 


AUTOGRAPHED STAR PORTRAITS 


9x12 UTHO HERALD 


WHAT HAPPENS T | M Ri J Ay Pte a ee 35¢ each 
oo a 10 to 24 30¢ each 


Bo RF OVER SR en os: 20c each 


HELD CAPTIVE IN WAR-ZONE? 


N‘SAVE US!" PLEAD 
_ TERRIF IED U.S. CITIZENS 
He won stardom 


by frightening the | 
world! Now he thrills 
his vast aadience 
with a new and great- 
er performance 


BORIS KARLOFF 


PRICES. e235 pee G50 ew 


° for 5M or over for less than 5M 


BEVERLY ROBERTS 


OTHER WARNER STARS AVAILABLE 
IN 11” x 14” COLOR-GLOS 
STAR PORTRAITS ARE: 


LOgeY DISPLAYS 


MARION DAVIES GEORGE BRENT 
LESLIE HOWARD BETTE DAVIS 
DICK POWELL MARGARET LINDSAY 
. PAUL MUNI FRANK McHUGH 
Take advantage of our wide range of Sper Lasie chips CLENDA CAR ECIL 
disol : KENNY BAKER JOSEPHINE HUTCHINSON 
isplay accessories. FERNAND GRAVET HUMPHREY BOGART 
EDWARD G. ROBINSON ANITA LOUISE 
, I 
Drop us a postcard today. Let us tell Gr KObe RK pick. A hie eas move 
JUNE TRAVIS BARTON MacLANE 
you how your theatre can have these OLIVIA de HAVILLAND KAY FRANCIS 
; ERROL FLYNN IAN HUNTER 
displays at a reasonable weekly rental. HUGH HERBERT JOAN BLONDELL 


40” x 60” 


(also available in 
size 30” x 40”) 
24” x 60” 
(also available in 
size 24” x 82”) 


Order from: 


American Display Co., Inc. 
525 WEST 43rd STREET NEW YORK CITY 


SLIDE) (oe 15c Each 
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d WINDOW CARDS 


24 SHEET 


Beautifully lithographed 
in brilliant colors. 


PRICES: 


1 to 4 ......$2.40 ea. 
5 te 9° $225" ea. 
10 to 24 ...... $2.00 ea. 


25 and over... $1.75 ea. 


Cover the town with 
these timely posters and 
window cards effectively 


| lithographed in appropri- 
| ately brilliant colors. 


* 


Midget Window Card 4c ea. 


THEATRE. IMPRINT 


THREE SHEET _ Rental 24c ea. 


REGULAR WINDOW CARD 


¢ Lt AS! eee a: Tc. ea. 
SO ESCO 5s ie ne 6c ea. 
100 and ever 5’2e ea. 


oh 


Pit PURE INE IGESENT ae oe 


SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES 


(For Posting or Sniping) 


ONE-SHEETS 
50. 40:99) a ad Coe ee Ile ea. 
TOO OF OVER!) kee Oe 9c ea. 

THREE-SHEETS 

SO te OO eh eee 32c¢ ea. 
LOO Glover: 2) eee 28c ea. 

SIX-SHEETS 
Be Tay AO oO eee 2 hs nahin 80c ea. 
BEVERLY RoRE Bee te es ee ee arc y: 70c ea. 
ge 10016 over he ee 60c ea. 


PRINTED IN 0.5, A. 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


